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Land of the Oak-Tree and the Dullard!

Truth to confess, it seems to me that all that happens in Ger-
many is now as crazy as though the Germans were Germans
no longer.                      ELIZABETH OF ORLEANS, 1652-1722

One may be sure that in the whole country no one has died
for joy for five hundred years.

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,   1742-1799

The Germans read too much. Also, as they do not want to
discover anything for the second time, they learn to regard
everything as their forefathers did. But the second fault
is assuredly worse than the first.

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,   1742-1799

In Germany they have at last come to believe that a man
cannot have a head at all unless he sometimes stands on it.

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,  1775

Say, is there any country other than Germany where people
learn to turn up their noses rather than wipe them?

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,  1775

When we read the anecdotes from England and France with
which we are favoured from time to time, we might well
believe that it is only in these happy realms that people with
passions exist. One never reads the least little anecdote of